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Penn Will Oppose
Big 8 Runnerup

Penn will play the Big Eight Confer-
ence runrerup and the East Coast Con-
ference champion will meet the winner
of the Eastern College Athletic Confer-
ence's New York-Connecticut regional
playoff when the NCAA basketball
tournamert opens on Saturday, March
15.

The matchups for that Palestra dou-
bleheader were announced Thursday
as the NCAA completed the field and
pairings for its 32-team competition.

Kansas (18-7), Missouri (187) or
Kansas State (17-8) will be the first-
round foe for Penn (23-4), which quali-
fied by winning its sixth consecutive
Ivy League championship.

Kansas, leads the Big Eight race by
one game over K-State and Missouri
with one set of games remaining Sat-
urday: Oklahoma at Kansas, Okla-
homa State at K-State and Missouri at
Colorado. The Big Eight champion
gels an automatic berth in the tour-
rey's Midwest Region, while the run-
nerup was chosen under the NCAA's
new format of inviting worthy second
teams.

Opponents in the other Palestra
game will be determined in playoffs
this weekend.

La Salle (20-6) meets American (16-
9) and Lafayette (21-4) faces Rider (16
10) in East Coast Conference semifi-
nals tonight on Lafayette’s court at

NCAA Schedule

EAST REGION
llni round—East Coast champion vs. ECAC
N. Y. — Conn, winner and Penn (23-4) vs. Bis
Eilm nl:nnd Inm al the Pllmrl Atantic Coast
{! Mexico Slate (20-6) and Fur-
mn +.4Lv| ECA New England winner al

i
Chi 3rmnnn Civic Center,
MIDEAST REGION
Firs! round—Mid-American champion vs. !CAC
Southern winner and_ Seutheastern champion vs
Marquefte (21-3) at Tuscaloosa, Ala. (U. of Ala

bama). Indiana (28-0) vs. Weslern AC second 1
or Texas-El Paso, 19-5) and onlo

at Laxington, Ky. (U. of Kentucky).
Regiona I—M aytana (0.) University.

IDWEST REGION
Irst Round--Southwes! champlon va. Cincinnatl
u'l -5) and Amnllc cun secand team vs. Creighton
ilo-!% al Ll Tex. (Texas thl Louvisville
22 . ECAC et spoiiian and
Big Eight champion vs. Nom Dame nm at
I‘ulll. kla. (Oral Roberfs).
!ﬂ jonal—At Las Cruces, N. M. [New Mexico
State).

WEST REGIONAL
Firs! round—Arizona State (22-3) ws. South-
edstern second feam and Nevada-Las Vesas (224)
vs. San Diego SIm (14-11) at Tempe, Ariz. (Ariz-
sum Pacific !icm champion (UCLA, nl.
Oregan Ill nl Aen second 1
m Montana l.lnh f'lli (21-5) at Pull
man, sh. r Imnm
Regional—Af Pm and mu ) Coliseum.

Easton. The final will be played there
at 3 P.M, Saturday.

The ECAC's New York-Connecticut
tournament, tonight and Saturday at
Buffalo, is one of four such plavoffs
among FEastern independents, with
each winner advancing to NCAA com-
petition. Top-seeded Syracuse (18-7)
plays Niagara (12-13) and St. Bonaven-
ture (13-12) meets Fairfield (13-12) in

tonight's openers.

Winners of the Palestra games will
advance, along with the victors in a
doubleheader at Charlotte, N.C., to the
East Regional at Providence, March
20 and 22. The national semis are
March 29 and the final March 31 at
San Diego.

Times for first-round games will be
announced after consultation with the
televising networks,

Princeton (18-8) also got into the
postseason picture Thursday as the
National Invitation Tournament picked
the first four of 16 teams for the
March 1523 competition at Madison
Square Garden, Also named were Oral
Roberts (19-6), Southern Illinois (18-8)
and Oregon (17-8), which is coached
by former Penn coach Dick Harter.

The NCAA committee, meeting at
Mission, Kan., selected five indepen-
dent teams and seven conference run-
nersup to join the four ECAC playoff
winners and 16 conference champions
which receive automatic bids.

Independents chosen were Marquette
(12-3), Cincinnati (21-5), Utah State
(21-5), Creighton (20-5) and Notre
Dame (18-8).

Second teams were invited from the
Atlantic Coast. Southeastern, Missouri
Valley (New Mexico State, 20-6), Pacific
Eight, Big Ten and Western AC, in ad-
dition to the Big Eight.
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